**Albert Osterhaus** is a leading virologist and head of the Department of Virology at Erasmus MC in Rotterdam, the Netherlands. Originally a veterinarian, he has a PhD in virology and worked for 15 years at the National Institute of Health and the Environment in the Netherlands. In the past 20 years, he has identified more than a dozen "new" viral pathogens. He is Chairman of the European Scientific Working Group on Influenza.

**What has been the greatest achievement of your career?**

The discovery and identification of more than a dozen "new" viruses in human beings and animals.

**And the greatest embarrassment?**

The inability to convince policy-makers and politicians to implement appropriate public-health measures for new emerging human infections in a timely way.

**What do you think is the most over-hyped field of science or medicine at the moment?**

The threat posed by bioterrorism, keeping in mind that "Nature" is the main bioterrorist.

**And the most neglected?**

The establishment of early warning systems and pandemic preparedness plans for human virus infections emerging from the animal world.

**Which event has had most effect on your work, and why?**

The coordinated response of the scientific community to the SARS outbreak in 2003. A balanced cooperative effort in a competitive setting led to the appropriate international response that prevented the aetiological agent (SARS-CoV) from establishing itself in the human population.

**Who is your favourite politician and why?**

Mahatma Ghandi. He insisted that non-violence was the hope for the future and believed that "Freedom is to be wooed only inside prison walls and sometimes on the gallows, but never in council chambers, courts or schoolrooms".

**If you had not entered your current profession, what would you have liked to do?**

Become a professional sportsman.

**What is your favourite book, and why?**

*On The Origin of Species* by Charles Darwin, since it changed the world\'s view on this subject profoundly.

**What is your worst habit?**

Smoking.

**What was your first experiment as a child?**

Performing successful surgery on a chicken.

**With which historical figure do you most identify?**

Edward Jenner.
